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As students and teachers return to school from the winter break, they will 
continue with their lesson plans of the second marking period, which ends 
on February 6th; they will also be preparing for next month’s PARCC tests, 
the subject matter of the previous Newsletter. In order to allow for 
adequate classroom instruction and preparation for the PARCC, mid-terms 
have been eliminated; therefore, the February 2nd to 5th minimum session 
days are now regular school days. On the issue of the PARCC test, during 
the past few years there has been a steady, but significant decline in the 
number of states participating in the administration of the high-stake 
standardized test. As of the 2014 school year, there are 10 states, 
compared to the 25 states in 2011, enrolled in the Pearson-based PARCC 
tests. FHS students will be among the estimated 5 million students who 
will be assessed. Several parents have concerns about their children’s 
participation and are seeking advice about opting out of PARCC. In an 
October 2014 memo from the NJDOE, commissioner Hespe addressed 
inquiries regarding the ability of parents and students to choose to not 
participate in the statewide assessment program, including the PARCC 
assessment. Per a state’s Board resolution, our school district is “obligated 
to implement the Core Curriculum Content Standards and to ensure 
students meet the expectations and proficiency standards as measured by 
current and future State and local assessments.” Additionally, the memo 
states that “the PARCC assessments will include item analysis which will 
clarify a student’s level of knowledge and understanding of a particular 
subject or area of a subject. The data derived from the assessment will be 
utilized by teachers and administrators to pinpoint areas of difficulty and 
customize instruction accordingly. Such data can be accessed and utilized 
as a student progresses to successive school levels.” 
 

The PTSO acknowledges the difficult tasks for FHS teachers and applauds 
their dedication to students. We are mindful of the ongoing educational 
reform (vis-a-vis TEACHNJ) and the accompanying teacher evaluations 
based on student performance measures. The development of 
comprehensive teacher evaluation and accountability systems have been 
intensely debated over the past years, and the financing of these systems 
are sourced from Federal and State governments, as well as private 
corporations and foundations. Unfortunately, concomitant with the 
funding is additional requirements which may have unrealistic and 
controversial goals, such as correlating effective teaching with student 
test scores. Critics of these test-based accountability paradigm argue that 
this is a flawed, if not failed model simply because it confuses 
measurement with instructions, and that it is based on a lack to trust in 
the teaching profession.  

 

In a recent blog, over 900 teachers across the country shared their 
passions and concerns for an alternative approach to accountability.  The 
following are the key features of an official report presented to the 
National Education Association Accountability Task Force: 
 

1. Educate the whole child 
2. Shared responsibility, not blame 
3. A shift from evaluation to support  
4. Teacher autonomy and professionalism 
5. Recognition that in education one size does not fit all  
6. Top down funding without top down control 

 
 
 

 

 

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

In addition to welcoming back students and staff, the PTSO 
congratulates the students that were successful in obtaining “on the 
spot” admission to colleges and universities. The FHS Counseling 
department is proud to announce the success of several Instant 
Decision Days, which occurred during the months of November and 
December. College admissions representatives met with students to 
review their transcripts, SAT scores, recommendation letters and 
more and were able to offer several students admissions decisions on 
the spot! Congratulations to our students! 
 
 

Bloomfield College   NJ City University 

Maison Archer    Nichelle Gayle 
Alexis Collazo    Byinnah Lockett 
Nichelle Gayle 
Shamila Herrera-Ubah   Ramapo College 
Teonoa Howard    Regina Cuddeback 
Byinnah Lockett    Ashley Rupp 
Beato Sandoval Contreras 
 

Rider University   Kean University  

Shanelle Bailey    Sheyna Britton 
Hilary Gooding    Kanasia McTyeire 
Payal Trivedi 
 

Montclair State University  Morgan State University  

Maison Archer    Maison Archer 
Sheyna Britton    Sharmanie Cherry 
Melany Dew    Alliyah Gordon 
Amber Folnagy    Xaviar Turner 
Adam Gallagher    Talauria Wright 
Bryonna Gordon 
Kiana Hunt 
Jason Thow 
 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congrats to the following students who received instant decision 
acceptance and scholarship opportunities at the Malcolm Bernard 
Historically Black College University (HBCU). 
 

Shamila Herrera Delaware State University, Virginia Union 
Ayanna Cooke Delaware State University, South Carolina University 
Arnaris Me Cargo Delaware State Akilah Green, Benedict College 

Morgan State University, 'Delaware State University, 
Fields  Shaw University 

Desiree Davis-Herron Benedict College, Morgan State University 
Delaware State University, Virginia State 

Dayna Doster-Fields  Elizabeth City State University, Tuskegee University 
Delaware State University 

Ebun Osuntuyi Virginia State University, South Carolina State University 
Teonna Howard Delaware State University, Benedict College 
Mariah Frater Benedict College 
Ketoura Williams Delaware State University 
Jillian Wilson Virginia State University, Delaware State University 
Alliyah Gordon Virginia Union, Bowie State, South Carolina University, 

Lincoln University 
Dwight Britton Virginia Union, Delaware State University 
Maison Archer Delaware State University 
Maayah Walker Delaware State University 

 

Happy New Year – Welcome Back Students & Educators 
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  GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT CONTINUED 

At last month’s ‘PSAT Night’ PSAT results were distributed, and Mr. 
Fady Bishai from Revolution Test Prep gave an informative 
presentation that included the following topics. 

 What is the PSAT 

 Interpreting your PSAT results 

 Using the structure of the PSAT/SAT/ACT to your advantage 

 Why does the test matter, anyway? 

 Next Steps: Testing timeline and prep options 
For those of you who have not already done so, PSAT score reports 
are available in the Guidance Suite for pick up. The presentation 
and other Guidance Department documents can be found at this 
link http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/9242.  
 

According the December issue of the Guidance Department’s 
Newsletter (http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/9366, Most 
colleges/universities will accept either the SAT or ACT. To help 
students zero in on the right exam, here are seven key differences:  

1. ACT questions tend to be more straightforward 
2.  The SAT has a stronger emphasis on vocabulary 
3. The ACT has a Science section, while the SAT does not 
4. The ACT tests more advanced math concepts 
5. The ACT Writing Test is optional on test day, but required by 

many schools 
6. The SAT is broken up into more sections 
7. The ACT is more of a "big picture" exam 

 

Message to the class of 2015 
Last November, the Guidance Department gave a presentation to 
current seniors titled Senior Jitters! Although geared towards 
students, the presentation should also be of interest to parents of 
these students who are or will be applying to colleges/universities. 
Consider these factors when/if your child files an application:  

 Academic programs  

 Majors offered  

 Location  

 Size  

 Environment  

 Extra-curricular activities/Student life  

 Career planning/Internships/Study Abroad  

 Admissions Requirements 

 Cost 

 Financial Aid/Scholarships/ Work-Study 

 Visit, Visit, VISIT! 
 

Students are warned not to get caught up with: 

 Bumper sticker appeal 

 Where friends are going 

 Football team 
 

Other important components of the application process include: 
 Attending college fairs 
 Signing-up to meet college recruiters through Naviance  
 Visit college campuses, and if possible, schedule an interview 
 Thoroughly proofread personal essay and application prior to 

submission 
Naviance link: http://www.franklinboe.org/Page/8241  

BOE Corner 
The January 5th BOE reorganization meeting ushered in three new 
officers and returned a veteran; the three newly elected officers are Ms. 
Patricia E. Stanley, Mrs. Latee Walton-McCleod and Ms. Margaret 
Steele. Both Ms. Stanley and Mrs. Latee Walton-McCleod will serve a 
three-year term, while Ms. Steele was elected to complete the final year 
of retired BOE officer Robert Trautmann. Veteran officer, Mr. Edward 
Potosnak III, was elected to serve a three year term after completing the 
second year of Mr. Trautmann’s term. Also at the January 5th meeting, 
the Board elected its new leadership with Mr. Potosnak as President and 
Mrs. Nancy LaCorte as vice-president. The nine-membered Franklin 
Township Board of Education officers are: 

1. Mr. Edward Potosnak III – President 
2. Mrs. Christine Danielson – Vice President 
3. Dr. Julia Presley 
4. Mr. Richard Arline 
5. Mrs. Nancy LaCorte 
6. Mrs. Betty Whalen 
7. Ms. Patricia E. Stanley 
8. Ms. Margaret Steele 
9. Mrs. Latee Walton-McCleod 

 

The Franklin Township Board of Education, established under the laws of 
New Jersey, is a separate governmental unit within Franklin Township and 
is legally responsible for the education of children in this school district. The 
Board, which functions only when it is in session, is responsible for setting 
and evaluating policy, establishing goals, overseeing, and adopting a 
fiscally sound operating budget for the school district.  The Board is not 
responsible to run the schools, but to see that the District and schools are 
well run by the administrators they have hired. Unlike other elected 
officials, the nine members of the Board of Education serve without any pay 
or benefits.  Individual Board members have no authority when the Board 
is not in session, except in specific instances when such authority may be 
delegated by the whole Board.  Individual members of the Board do not 
have the authority to make decisions, only the Board of Education as a 
whole has this kind of decision-making authority. 
 

http://www.franklinboe.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=18  

 Mark your Calendar – Important Dates 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY EVENTS 
Jan 01 – 02 No School; Winter Break 
Jan 05 BOE Meeting; FMS Auditorium @ 7:30 PM 
Jan 09 Drama II-One Act Plays; Auditorium @ 7:30 PM 
Jan 12 Finding the Best Fit College; Montgomery High School; 7:00 PM 

Jan 13 PTSO Meeting; Library @ 7:00 PM 
Jan 19 No School; 18th Annual MLK Community Breakfast 

Jan 21 – 22 Winter Band Concert; Auditorium @ 7:30 PM 
Jan 22 BOE Meeting; FMS Auditorium @ 7:30 PM 
Jan 27 Special Parents Advisory Resource Committee; 7:00 PM 
Jan 30 – 31  Winter Cabaret; Auditorium @ 7:30 PM 
 

Feb 02 – 27 PARCC Option #2 
Feb 06 End of Second Marking Period 
Feb 10 PTSO Meeting; Library @ 7:00 PM 
Feb 16 No School; Presidents Day 
Feb 24 Special Parents Advisory Resource Committee; 7:00 PM 
Feb 25 Report Card Distribution 
  

Happy New Year – Welcome Back Students & Educators 
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